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Concrete highway barriers protect against noise. A new
design in Ontario may protect against air pollution as well.

Now undergoing trials along Highway 401 in metropolitan
Toronto, concrete barriers formulated with TX Active
photocatalytic cement have “the potential to significantly
reduce smog-forming air pollutants,” according to a release
from the Ontario Ministry of Transportation (MTO).

During the 12-month test period, the self-
cleaning properties of TX Active will also
be assessed. The release states that “the
properties of photocatalytic concrete align
well with the Ministry’s goal of having the
greenest roads in North America.

Project partners with the MTO include the Ministry of
the Environment, the University of Toronto, Armtec
(manufacturers of the concrete barriers) and
Heidelberg Materials.

A pioneer in sustainability

Heidelberg Materials uses its
combined forces to lead the field

in decarbonizing the industry.
Developing sustainable and intelligent
heavy building materials, we provide
the Material to build our future.

TX Active®: good, clean design

When applied to various materials, photocatalysis
creates a “self-cleaning” effect. While early photocatalytic
cements were effective in keeping surfaces clean, the
levels of photoactivity achievable with TX Active cement
is such that it actually abates the organic and inorganic
substances responsible for air pollution.
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